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● Hot Topics

 
■ The State Council prints and 

distributes the Strategy and 
Short-Term Action Plan for the 
Development of Circular Economy 

 

The State Council printed and distributed 

the Strategy and Short-Term Action Plan for 

the Development of Circular Economy 

(hereinafter referred to as the Plan) on 

February 5, 2013. This is the first national 

strategy and special plan launched in China 

for the development of circular economy. 

The plan identified 18 major targets 

including 15% increase of resources 

productivity and 1.8 trillion RMB of total 

GDP from the resource recycling and reuses 

industry by the end of the “12th Five-Year 

Plan” period. 

Aiming at promoting the circular 

production mode in an all-round way and 

developing circular economy in the whole 

society, the Plan identified nearly 80 specific 

indicators for circular economy involving all 

aspects including conservation of energy, 

water, land and resources as well as 

recycling and reuse of resources at the 

primary, secondary and tertiary industries. 

The main task of developing circular 

economy is to build circular industrial 

system, circular agricultural system and 

circular service industry and promote the 

development of circular economy in the 

whole society. 

The “10, 100 and 1000” demonstration 

program put forward by the Plan refers to 

implementing 10 big demonstration projects, 

building 100 demonstration cities (counties) 

and cultivating 1000 demonstration 

enterprises (industrial parks) on circular 

economy. The indicators of demonstration 

enterprises (industrial parks) on circular 

economy such as resources productivity, 

land productivity, energy, materials and 

water consumption per unit output, 

comprehensive utilization rate of waste and 

reuse rate of industrial water will be of the 

top level in China and the advanced level 

internationally. (Source: www.cnr.cn) 

 

■ MEP requires the implementation 
of special emission limits for air 
pollutants in major areas 
 

On February 18 of 2013, MEP Minister 

Zhou Shengxian hosted an executive meeting 

to listen to the briefings about the proposal 

of implementing special emission limits for 

air pollutants in major areas. 

The meeting believed that the “12th 

Five-Year Plan” period is the key period for 

the development of Xiaokang society in an 

all-round way in China. Industrialization 

and urbanization will move on rapidly. The 

amount of in-service vehicles and coal 

consumption will continuously increase. The 

atmospheric environment will face 

unprecedented pressure. Serious air 

pollution problem will hurt not only public 

health, but also eco environment. We must 

take strict measures for atmospheric 

environment, implement special emission 

limits for air pollutants in key areas and 

strictly control new increment of air 

pollutants to reversely force the upgrade of 

industrial structure and technical progress 

of the enterprises and hence promote the 

continuous improvement of ambient air 

quality. 
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The meeting decided that the major areas 

implementing special emission limits involve 

47 cities of or above prefecture level in 19 

provinces (autonomous regions or 

municipalities) concerning new construction 

projects of six heavy pollution industries 

including thermal power, iron and steel, 

petrochemical, cement, non-ferrous metals 

and chemicals as well as new coal fueled 

industrial boilers and the existing projects 

such as  thermal power, iron and steel, 

petrochemical industries and  coal fueled 

industrial boilers. From March 1 of 2013, 

EIA of new construction projects of thermal 

power and iron & steel industries will 

implement special emission limits for air 

pollutants. The construction projects of 

petrochemical, chemicals, non-ferrous 

metals and cement industries as well as coal 

fueled industrial boilers will implement 

special limits after relevant emission 

standards are revised and special emission 

limits are defined. The coal fueled power 

generation units of existing projects in main 

urban areas of the 47 cities will implement 

the special smoke emission limit from July 1, 

2014. The nose of sintering equipment in 

iron & steel industry will implement special 

particulate emission limits from January 1 of 

2015. After the revision of relevant emission 

standards and defining of special emission 

limits, construction projects of 

petrochemicals and coal fueled boilers will 

implement special VOC and smoke emission 

limit respectively upon the expiration of 

transitional period defined by the standard. 

( Source: China Environment News) 

 
■ MEP releases the “12th Five-Year 

Plan for the Prevention and Control 
of Environmental Risks of 
Chemicals” 

 
MEP released the “12th Five-Year Plan for 

the Prevention and Control of Environmental 

Risks of Chemicals” (herein after called the 

Plan) on February 20 of 2013. The Plan 

indicates that the situation of prevention and 

control of chemical pollution in our country 

is extremely serious. 

There are over 40,000 kinds of chemicals 

on records in our country that are in 

production and in use. Over 3,000 of them 

are included in the Catalogue of Hazardous 

Chemicals, which have the properties of 

toxicity, corrosion, explosion, combustion 

and combustion-supporting. Hazardous 

Chemicals with the properties of acute or 

chronic toxicity, bioaccumulation, hard 

degradability, carcinogenicity, teratogenicity 

and mutagenicity can cause serious hazards 

to human health and ecological environment. 

Dozens of such chemicals have been enlisted 

as substances that shall be in strict 

restriction and phased out according to 

relevant international conventions on 

chemicals. Meanwhile, the hazardous 

properties of a large number of chemicals 

are unclear.  

At present, the irrational structure and 

layout of the chemical sector has caused 

prominent environmental pollution and risks. 

Some toxic and hazardous chemicals that 

have been phased out or restricted in 

developed countries are still in scaling 

production and in use in our country. Facts 

clearly indicate that production capacity of 

some chemicals with high environmental 

risks is moving to our country. 

The Plan identifies 58 chemicals in three 

categories as the major control targets for 

the prevention and control of environmental 

risks in the“12th Five-Year Plan” period 

based on the sources and types of 

environmental risks. Six industries including 

petroleum refinery, coking and nuclear fuel 

processing, chemical raw materials and 

products, pharmaceuticals, chemical fiber, 

smelting and pressing of non-ferrous metals 

and textile as well as  coal derived 

chemicals, such as  coaloil, natural gas, 

alkene, dimethyl ether and ethylene glycol 

will be the major industries and enterprises  

to becontroled  during“12th Five-Year 

Plan” period. (Source: www.china.com.cn)  

 
■ MEP and China Insurance 

Regulatory Commission jointly 
launch Guidelines on Trial Work on 
compulsory insurance for 
environmental pollution 
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MEP and China Insurance Regulatory 

Commission recently released the Guidelines 

on Trial Work on Compulsory Liability 

Insurance for Environmental Pollution 

(hereinafter referred to as the Guidelines) to 

guide all provinces (autonomous regions and 

municipalities) to carry out trial work on 

compulsory liability insurance in sectors 

with high environmental risks involving 

heavy metal related industries and 

petrochemicals. At present, China has 

conducted trial work in over ten provinces 

(autonomous regions and municipalities). 

More than 2000 enterprises have been 

insured with accumulated underwriting cost 

of nearly 20 billion RMB. The application of 

insurance to address environmental damage 

via social and market approaches is 

conducive to enhancing the environmental 

risk management of the enterprises and 

reducing the occurrence of pollution 

accidents; it is also conducive to prompt 

responding to pollution accidents and 

compensate and effectively protecting the 

rights and interests of the victims of 

pollution in time. 

The Guidelines make clear the scope of the 

enterprises that shall be covered by the 

insurance and specify relevant incentive and  

restraint mechanism. It also identifies the 

scope of responsibility of the compulsory 

insurance, coverage and premium, 

assessment of environmental risks, 

compensation mechanism for environmental 

accidents and disclosure of information. It 

makes clear the responsibility and 

obligations of the insurance company, 

insurance broker and enterprises buying the 

insurance. Meanwhile, it also makes 

provisions that environmental protection 

department and insurance regulatory 

department shall cooperate to facilitate the 

implementation of the compulsory 

insurance. 

Based on duty division made by the State 

Council on environmental pollution 

compulsory liability insurance, the 

environmental protection department and 

insurance regulatory department will 

strengthen coordination and supervision to 

ensure consciously implement the green 

insurance policy. (Source: China 

Environment News) 

 

■ ADB allocates $275 million to 
support green transportation in 
China 

 
ADB recently announced that it has 

decided to allocate $275 million to support 

China developing low GHG emission public 

transport in major cities. 

The fund will be invested to at most 5 top 

financial leasing companies to support bus 

operators to turn to clean energy bus, 

including compressed natural gas, LPG, 

electric and hybrid buses. 

ADB said this program will provide 

financial support to at least 5000 clean 

public buses by 2018. Low-income 

commuters will get the most benefits from 

green public transportation. Meanwhile, this 

action will also help to improve air quality. It 

is expected that by 2019, GHG reduction will 

reach 1.31 million tons per year. 

It is understood that this program is the 

first non-sovereign loan project of ADB to 

support the sustainable transport in China. 

At “Rio + 20” Summit, multilateral 

development banks committed $175 billion 

for improvement of the transport of 

developing countries. (Source: China 

Environment News)  

● CCICED Activities           

■ CCICED Vice Secretary General 
heading a delegation attends the 
First Universal Session of the 
Governing Council / Global 

Ministerial Environment Forum 
 

Mr. Xu Qinghua, MEP Chief Engineer on 

Nuclear Safety and CCICED Vice Secretary 

http://dict.cn/provision
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General heading a Chinese delegation 

attended the First Universal Session of the 

Governing Council/Global Ministerial 

Environment Forum of UNEP held in 

Nairobi on February 18, 2013. The Chinese 

delegation was composed of the officials 

fromMEP and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Mwai Kibaki, President of the Republic 

of Kenya and Achim Steiner, Executive 

Director UNEP attended the opening 

ceremony and made remarks. The meeting 

read aloud the statement of Ban Ki-moon, 

UN Secretary-General.  The meeting had 

thorough discussions on implementing the 

decisions of Rio + 20, universal membership 

of UNEP, green economy, sustainable 

consumption and production, international 

environmental governance, chemical manage, 

ecosystem and biodiversity and so on. A total 

of 66 officials at ministerial level from 146 

countries and representatives attended the 

meeting.   

Focusing on the theme “Rio + 20: from 

outcome to implementation” of Global 

Ministerial Forum, Xu Qinghua spoke 

positively of the outcome document of 

Rio+20 and urged international community 

to take actions as soon as possible to 

implement the outcome document.  

 Xu Qinghua also presented the meeting 

China’s ideas on practical experience on 

ecological civilization. He stated that the 

Chinese government had put building 

ecological civilization at an important 

position and incorporating it in all aspects 

and the whole process of economic, political, 

cultural and social development in order to 

build a beautiful country. Actually, the 

concept of ecological civilization has 

enriched the connotation of green economy 

promoted by UNEP and is a beneficial 

exploration to sustainable development. His 

remarks were spoken highly by participants 

of the meeting.   

During the meeting, Xu met with the head 

of Japanese delegation, Vice Environment 

Minister Kazunori TANAKA，the head of 

German delegation, President of the Federal 

Environment Agency, Jochen Flasbarth and 

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. 

■ The Meeting of CCICED 
International Donors and Partners 
held in Beijing 
 

To enhance the cooperation with its 

international donors and partners under the 

framework of CCICED and better facilitate 

all activities of CCICED Phase V, the 

Meeting of CCICED International Donors 

and Partners was held in Beijing on January 

23, 2013. The meeting presented 2012 Work 

Progress and 2013 Work Plan of CCICED 

and introduced the priority research areas of 

CCICED Phase V. 

Mr. Tang Dingding, CCICED Vice 

Secretary General and DG of MEP 

Department of International Cooperation 

attended the meeting and gave a speech. 

Tang Dingding firstly expressed this 

gratefulness to all stakeholders for their 

support to CCICED over the past years and 

hoped that all donors and partners would 

further support the long-term development 

of CCICED and give more suggestions to 

improve the work of CCICED. Tang said 

that based on the objectives, tasks, 

organizational structure and operational 

mechanism of the previous four phases，
CCICED Phase V will conduct necessary 

reform and innovation to improve the 

quality of policy research through 

performance assessment, enhance the 

operability and practicality of the policy 

recommendations through demonstration 

projects, expand the influence of CCICED 

through the extended partnership and more 

dissemination activities at home and abroad, 

and raise the effects and influence of the 

AGM and Roundtable Meeting via the 

improvement of the organizational form.  

The participants spoke highly of the 

achievements and progress of CCICED, 

expressed their strong wishes to enhance the 

cooperation with CCICED and said that they 

are willing to actively seek appropriate 

approaches to carry out cooperation within 

the CCICED framework. The participants 

also put forward many good suggestions to 

further improve and strengthen CCICED’s 

work, which mainly include: further expand 
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cooperation area and carry out research in 

areas like environment and social issues, 

green development system and mechanism, 

conservation of biodiversity and climate 

change; further improve CCICED’s 

operational mechanism, strengthen standard 

management, improve the transparency, and 

enhance the research quality through 

supervision and assessment; strengthen 

cooperation and information sharing, deepen 

and extend partnership; share CCICED 

research findings with other countries and 

regions; actively promote demonstration and 

pilot activities of CCICED’s policy 

recommendations and improve the 

practicability and application of such policy 

recommendations.  

All participants took the view that with 

joint efforts, CCICED will surely provide 

theoretical and practical input to the 

development of ecological civilization and 

construction of a beautiful China and will 

contribute to the sustainable development 

cause of China and the world as well.  

Ms. Fang Li, CCICED Deputy Secretary 

General and DDG of MEP FECO chaired 

the meeting. Over 40 participants including 

representatives from the Department of 

International Cooperation of Ministry of 

Commerce, CIDA, Environment Canada, 

China office of other international donors 

and partners of CCICED; representatives of 

CCICED Chief Advisor expert supporting 

group and staff of CCICED Secretariat and 

its International Supporting Office attended 

the meeting. 

 

● CCICED Policy Studies          

■ The Second Meeting of CCICED 
Task Force on Sustainable 
Consumption and Green 
Development held in Hainan 
 

The Second Meeting of CCICED Task 

Force on Sustainable Consumption and 

Green Development was held in Sanya of 

Hainan Province on January 28-29, 2013. 

The meeting was jointly chaired by Mr. Xu 

Qinghua, MEP Chief Engineer on Nuclear 

Safety and Chinese Co-chair of the Task 

Force and Mr. Michael Kuhndt, head of the 

Collaborating Centre on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production (CSCP) and 

International Co-chair of the Task Force. 

Over 20 people including the Chinese and 

international research members of the Task 

Force, representatives of CCICED 

Secretariat, Task Force supporting experts 

and representatives of relevant international 

institutions attended the meeting. 

The meeting listened to the briefings  on  

 

 

the latest research development of each 

subject. The international experts of the 

Task Force introduced the concept and 

methodology to develop the roadmap for 

sustainable consumption. The participants 

discussed the first draft of the study report 

of each subject, main conclusions, policy 

recommendations and executive summary. 

They also worked out the study plan , 

schedule of meetings and investigations of 

the next stage and identified the study 

contents and orientations for each subject. 

The meeting pointed out that the Task 

Force shall further enhance the exchanges 

and communications between Chinese and 

international members and among each 

research subjects, coordinate the research 

content of each subject, intensify 

quantitative analysis, further refine research 

findings and put forward feasible policy 

recommendations to facilitate green 

development, develop ecological civilization 

and promote sustainable consumption in 

China. 

 

 


